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The Old School
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the Moravian Church in 1759. It has received many 
accolades over the years including a European Europa 
Nostra award. It was the first place in Northern Ireland to 
be designated a Conservation area and it is also the only 
complete Moravian settlement in Ireland. 

Gracehill Old School dates from 1765. The former primary 
school became vacant in 1999 and so began a campaign to 
restore and reuse this important building. A charitable 
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School Trust or GhOST was established. GhOST 
purchased the building which was designated a “Building at 
risk” with the help of the Northern Ireland Environment 
�$�J�H�Q�F�\���*�1�,�(�$�+���L�Q���D���V�F�K�H�P�H���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���R�I���L�W�V���N�L�Q�G���L�Q��
the Province.

Just over 10 years after the campaign began the vision 
became a reality. The restored Old School is now home to 
an after school club, an award winning restaurant, several 
small businesses, community space and a visitor centre and 
restored eighteenth century classroom that is proving 
popular with visitors.

This project celebrates what people can do when they 
share a vision and work together.  The result is not only a 
regenerated, important beautiful old building but also job 
creation, boosted tourism and the creation of something 
with wide and lasting appeal.  

The Old Village Shop

GhOST are now set to take forward the next project 
having acquired the Old Village Shop with the assistance of 
NIEA and Ballymena Borough Council. The building is a 
purpose built shop constructed for the settlement in 1787. 
The building is two storey with attics and basement and 
the layout is much as it was when originally constructed. 
The central shop area still contains many original features 
including shelving built into the walls, counters and a large 
wooden winch wheel for drawing stores up to the attic.

This unique building will be regenerated in a meaningful, 
viable and sustainable  manner with plans to restore the 
Old Shop to what it might have been in the late eighteenth 
century in addition to providing holiday accommodation 
within the building.


